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^  S  ^^  SI  $    jQth  Chip:    ioth  Yet, 


•J  Bat  ssfor  yottp  yetb§ught  evilaiaipfi  me,  tut  GOB, 
tfiiant  it  unto  good^  to  hring  to  pajs^  $s  it  is  tbii. 

THS  ftory  with  which  the  text;  !•  oonncftcd^ 
\d  one  of  the  mdft  affefting  tiles  to  hi 
fouDd  en  facrcd  rctord.  Taken  in  all  \ii 
circumftaRcei,  it  ii  beyond  a  paralleK  It 
i^ontains  fuch  a  number  of  furprifing  incident6»  and  all^ 
at  laft,  fo  overruled  by  the  profidf nee  of  God,  for  the 
good  of  the  eaftarn  woild,  that  it  ii  not  only  one  of 
the  moft  tntertaining^  but  alio  the  mod  it0ru^ivs^ 
l^eces  9f  hiftory.  It  gives  an  illuftrious  cbsra^er  to 
Jehovah,  at  a  being  of  fitcb  fublimc  perfcftions,  that; 
the  moft  unpromifing  events  are,  by  him,  »adc  fub- 
fervient  to  his  own  glory,  and  the  good  of  his  people. 
If  teaches  the  malignanc^  of  tht  paffigBiof  tnvy  and! 


t  «  ] 

lifltred  00  the  one  hand»  a^d  tht  fir ength  of  natural 
0ffe6lion  on  the  other ;  and  when  thefe  are  fee  in  <#«• 
irafi^  as  in  the  cafe  of  Jofeph  aad  hk  brethren  ;  whea 
the  events  are  fo  unexpe^led,  fo  interefting,  and  at  iaft 
terminate  fo  well^  the  flory  becomes  too  impalTioned 
to  be  read  with  ^6\cA  infen&hility^    A  man  tii  fenti* 
ment  zn&iA  piety  can  never  read  it  with   an  unaffeffed; 
hearty  or  with  eyes  unfuffuJU   with  tears.— rFr^w  it 
ve  farther  learn  that  guilt  is  fearful  and  fufpicious.-— . 
Thus,   th«  brethren  of  Jofeph,  are  under  fearful  z,^ 
prehenfions  (fince  th^ir  father  was  dead,  who  was  ths 
centrt  of  union,)  left  Jefeph^  now  in  power,  ftipuld 
lake  deferred  vengeance  upon  thim  who  had  defignecl, 
oad  nMy^  for  a  time,  brought  him  into  mod  unhap- 
py circunlftsnceS'     Froth  thefe   fufpicions  thef  (ent 
sneffcngers  to  Wm,  informing   that   it  was  the  dying 
Injundion  of  thtir  coms^oa  parent,  that  they  fhould 
<^onfe&  their  fault,     and  a(k    forgivenefs ;    hopins 
from  the  benignity   of  his  difpofition,  that  he  would 
in  coniequeRce  thereof,  reftore  them  to  his  favor--« 
They  were  not  mVftaken.    The  injured  brother,  al- 
ways generous,  humane  and  god-like,  moft  heartily 
forgave  them,  aligning  this  pareicular  rcafon   for  his^ 
aondu(5t,   ••  you  thought  evil   againft  tog^  but  God 
^eant  it  for  gppd/*^C« 

Thf[  oc<;urrcnce  to  which  my  ttxt  alludes,  has  a. 
sear  aB^nicy.  in  its  origin  and  &ial  iCTuei  to  the  tragical 
evfint,  whkh  eight  y^ars  ago  took  place  in  this  town, 
ieftined,  h^  divine  providence,  to  be  the  flage  oa 
iBfhieh  a  moljt  mmorakle.  Icene  was  aOed.  The 
!r'ftan(;es  are  not,  inde^d^  in  all  refpe^s,  parallel ; 
and  who  could  expe£t  to  find,  even  in  the  bible,  thac 
#0(Hous  book,  an  inftance  exadily  fimilar  to  that  which 
tl^i»  happel^d  in  ihif  flac$  \  which  u{l)ered.in.  tha 
i^^^p«  ?^*  1^4  git?  VH  '9  -^'?  annivctftryiwhick 
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hM%  bttn  fo  woribily  conduced  and  land^fy  conil* 
iiucd  to  this  day.  ♦ 

Were  wc  to  trace  the  fimilitudc,  it  would  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  point  out  a  ltri{cing  one  in  [evtral 
partieularsi  though  not  in  all.  ^  It  mufl  be  confc^Tedl 
there  are^fome  difcrepant  circumftance's.  Thus»  a  (in- 
gle family  was  concerned  in  the  banifiiment  of  Jofeph ; 
whereas,  a  whole  nation  meditated  the  fubjugaticn  or 
ruin  oi  the  American  States. 

'  In  the  cafe  of  jolcph  no  murder  was  committed^^ 
though  originally  intended  ;  but  murder  has  been  ptc^ 
petrated  beret  with  every  circumftancc  of  cruel  barba- 
rity.— In  thefe  tw«  inftanccs  they  differ,  but  agree  in 
inany  others. 

Jofeph*s  brethren  through  iFear  of  his  futiirc  exalta* 
lion  and  aggrandifemcnt,  firft  intended  to  murder^ 
dnd  afterwards  fold  him  into  Egypt,  Envy  was  th^ 
moving  caufe.  And  what  greatly  different  excited  the 
Britifh  king  and  his  parliament  to  meditate  and  (iir  up 
againft  usj  a  fevere  civil  war  of  near  eight  years  conti- 
nuance i 


♦  Ai  hoftilities  firft  begin  in  the  town  of  Lexingttn,  it  was 
thought  proper  by  the  worthy  and  patriotic  mtcifter  of  that 
^hce,  with  the  entire  approbation  and  coocurrenee  of  hii  rcf* 
pefted  hcareri,  to  inftitute  a  folemn  annoal  commemoration 
of  that  important  event ;  on  which  the  militU  hat  been  un* 
derarmi,  military,  exercifes  performed,  and  a  fermon  preached 
tb  cronded  atiditorieit.     The  whole  hai  been  condaaed  with 

?reat  decorum,  and  to  uoiverfal  acceptance.  Tht  Jtev .  h|r. 
imrk  preached  the  firft  fermon,  in  which  it  contained  a  par. 
ticular  larratiTe  of  the  whole  tranfaftion  ;  Mr.  Ctoke,  of 
Cambridge,  the  next ;  then  Mr.  Cujhing,  of  Waltham  ;  Mr, 
^M</w«rrf,  of  Wefton  ;  Mr.  Morrill^  of  Wilmington  j  Mn 
%^H^l  of  ISeri^a  \  aad  Mr.  f  <ir/#/r|  f f  Cliffea,' 


Mi 

puantc  i  They  ^crt  jealous  wc  ftould  one  day  fivofc 
t:^ome  independent  ilaces,  and  rife  Co  iiberties  fuperioir 
to  their  owo. 

The  cider  brethrtnoF  the  iFamily  meditated  bis  rum  | 
iind  vho  but  #jrr  elder  brethren  attemj)tcd  to  defpoi} 
bs  of  our  liberties,  and  reduce  us  to  a  ftate  of  vaflalage  f 
Again,  Jacob's  Tons  advanced  Jofeph  to  hcnor  and 
diftinSiioWyby  the  very  means  they  made  ufc  of,  to 
iumbU,  diprifs  or  defiroy  hith.  So  in  the  prefcn t  cal€, 
the  meafuf  cs  made  ufe  of  by  BriMn  to  eaflayc  the  in* 
habitants  of  this  country,  have  acceleratied  their  ind$* 
pendency jQverelgnty  and  hcncr.    Farther,  is  the  greaC 

JehoTah  oYcrrulcd  the  malice  and  eh't^  of  J^feph^i 
rethren  for  the  good  of  the  whole  family  and  Jewifli 
hatioD  \  fo  the  inprecedefittd  wiajfacre  oiiUs  day^  and 
the  fubfequeht  ravages  of  the  Britifh  troops,  throtigh 
the  country,  though  *'  meant  by  them  fer^evij;  ye^ 
ihe  great  Jehovah  has  overruled  for  good,'*  notonlf 
CO  this  and  the  United  States  of  America,  but  alfo  Ca 
j$me  other  kingdoms  of  the  world  1  And  may  I  not 
add,  that  fincc  the  cautes  were  fo  fimilar,  and  the  ef^ 
fe£ls  alfo,  ^e  in  this  country  ought  to  refolveas  Jo^ 
kph  did,  not  fi  to  remember  the  injury  done  and  dc* 
iigned,  as  to  ill  treat  br  forbear  ads  of  kindnefs  td 
the  people  of  Britain  i  from  whom  our  anceftors  4c« 
fcthded,  to  whom  we  are  confcquently  related,  and 
with  whom  we  fymbolize  ia  religipny  language  and 

Before  we  proceed  to  point  out  the  happy  efeds  ot 
ihe  war  juA  concluded,  to  this  and  ttber  parts  of  the 
world,  it  toay  be  proper  to  mzkt  (omc  JfriG§res  on 
tbe  do^rine  that  is  hiM  tanh  by  tht  icit* 
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^This  and  fonts  /tmiUr  pajfages  of  fcriptnre  \\ivt 
been  much  quored  of  late  by  a  certain  mm  and  upHart 
fe^^  to  prove  that  God  is  the  efficient  eaufe  of  fin.-— 
In  fupport  of  this  riovel  dodlrine,  they  quotes  not  ohiy 
my  tex%  but  fuch^^phfTiges^as  the  fallowirtg^^*' / /<?/^ 
thi  light  and  create  darknifs^i  niak&^fiiiclf^nA  k^at% 
eml\  I  the  Lord  do  all  the fe  things!^*  .  And  again  5 
*^  Is  there  evil  in  the  city^and  the  Lord  bdtVMt  Joke  ii  T^- 
Thefe  pafifages,  methinks,  arc  gr^^at^h?  #reftcd.  'Fw, 
they  refer  not  to  msral  but  to  natural  arid  f  ^«k/ eVili* 
us  "has  been  the  conf^fTion  of  thQivife  and  learnei  1^ 
formed  ages,  a  very  few  only  excepted.  !  They  ar^ 
noV  |)^^ffed1>ito  the  fervice  6f  a  particular  fef^j'^wbA 
Wooldlpake  the  wondering  world  believej  that  thef, 
kre  the^  ^u^h^fs  of  new  difeoveries,  and  have  unraveled 
a  drffiiAjlt^  wliich  has  nonplufed  the  brigheft  geniuf^^^ 
iii  former ''arfci  latrer  times  !  Bur,  pride  aJDartj .  whd 
could'foppofe  that  the  above- mentiotied  palTages  coun-^, 
rer^'ah^d'-'arry 'fach  fentiosent  ?  a  fentiment*  repugaarif 
to  tjbe  nforal  chara^ler  of  the  Deity,  which  fubverts  thci 
ordfer  of  nature,  and  makes  an  holy  GOD  vdry  likd 
CO  hWgr^nd  ancagonifl',  the.  Devil  I  To  fuppofe  that 
G  O  D  cannot  effe^  his  defigns  »;^ithout  bringing  fill 
upon  the  (lage,  or  influencing  moral  agents  to  thi 
perpetcation  of  ic,  is  to  irnagine  that  all  powerful  sLnd 
psrfe^  Being  to  be  weak  and  impotent,  and  altogef!^ 
cher  flich  an  one  aa  ourfelves  I 

It  Is  true,  iht^TtztJebevab  has  certain  plans  of 
providence  which  he  carries  on,  and  never  wanti 
ineiains  to  effe<5l.  But  is.  it  pot  contrary  to  the  true 
mtanrng  of  Scripture,  arrd  the  commn  Jertfe  o^  min^. 
kfed,  to  afet  that  he  is  iht  efficient  caufe  of  (in,  and* 
that  he  influences  men  to  comnfiit  it,  in  ofder  to  efteft' 
j^js  defigns  ?  There  is  no  need  of  this  j  for  if  goodi 
m;ifi'^  brought  about  by  the  wicjc^dncft  of  men, 
B  '    '    '"       ""  "      th«f# 


tiiefe  is  forever  a  fufficient  number  of  naoraj,  free  agcnti, 
who,  prompted  by  die  devil,  and  their  own  hearts 
iufti,  arc  ready  to  do  that,  which  under  the  fupcrin- 
tending  providence  of  God,  is  av«rruled  and  finally 
terminates,  either  to  the  general giod  of  the  fyftcni,  or 
to  a  partkuhrfM  ol  \U 

This  bretbffft  o^  jofeph,  filled  with  eniry  ahd  ambi- 
lIoDy  could  ^t  brook  his  dre^ams,  nor  bear  his  party- 
tolotirM  eoie ;  and  therefore  conceived  a  defign  to 
murder,  Of  forae  way  %t\  rid  of  him  :  Bat  the  great 
GOD,  kn§wn  unts  whom  an  all  his  works ^  from  ibi 
heginnUg  of  she  world  \  wh^fe  cunfel  fhali  ftand,  and 
who  wUld$  all  his  pleafun,  made  thefe  fame  paffions 
fubferricnt  to  his  particular  purpofc.  Tkey  i'^tended 
to  gratify  their  malice^  but  fie  to  indulge  his  bound- 
iefs  philanthropy  and  benevolence.  Now  1  woulti 
aik,  1$  there  not  a  mighty  difFerence  between  G  O  D*a 
prmitting  thefe  brethren  the  gratification  of  their 
hearts  dcfire,  and  governing  it  to  the  public  good,  and 
Ills  being  the  {^nV«/ caufc  of  their  behavior?  The 
latter  opinion  makes  men  machines  \  the  Jorm$f  is 
confident  with  that  freedom  which  is  epnfial  ic^  i2t> 
fcional  beings— to  moral  agcnia. 

I  have  obferrcd,  thatGOD  has  general  plans  of 
providence,  which  he  is  ever  carrying  into  execution, 
and  which  he  feme  times  accomplifhes  through  th6 
kifts  and  ptfTions  of  men.— 1  will  mention  a  few  in- 
flaoces  out  of  very  many. — It  was  the  will  of  heaven 
that  a  feven  years  drought  fiiould  come  upon  the 
eafern  worlds  and  that  thepofterity  o?  Abraham^thf^n 
in  Canaan,  fiiould  be  preferved  from  t ha  fatal  inflwi- 
cnce  of  it.  This  coiild  not  be  better  effe^lcd,  in  the 
common  courfe  of  things,  than  by  having  a  prudeqp 
g|*n  Qf  ijjeir  own  r^uiuber  fenc  before  ih^m  xTiXoEgypt^ 
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Ihac  garden  of  the  world,  wKo,  having  a  forefight  cl 
ihj  itnj^ending  fcarcity  and  through  a  variety  of  ad-^ 
vcrfe  fortune,  being  raifed  to  diftini^hn  and  power ^ 
fhould  caufc  the  credion  of  granaries,  by  ftcirc$  (ca- 
fonably  accumulate<i  in  which,  the  pofieriSy  of  Jac^if^ 
as  well  as  others,  fhould  be  preferved  from  th^  fad 
confequences  of  a  fivers-  and  loy^g  continued  Jearcity; 
This  Ichen^e  was  executed  by  the  malice  and  envy  of 
Jacob's  foos,  who  foid  their  brother  with  no  other 
view  than  to  be  rid  of  his  pretended,  haughty  and  im- 
perious temper.  Now,  through  whofe  efficiency  was 
this  barbarous  banifhment  brought  about  ?  God's  ?  or 
Satan's  ?  Let  fcripture  and  common  lenfe  decide. 

Indeed,  fomt  perfons  pretend  that  God  influences  t© 
ihe  opus  operalunty  co  the  outward  adion,  bur  not  to 
the  finfulnefs  of  it.  This  appears  to  me,  a  lame  ac- 
count of  the  matter.  I<  wiii  not  quadrate  wi*h  the 
Cfife  fcf^erred  l&xn  the  text.  How  can  we,  in  that  in- 
ftance,  fcparate  the  adion  fr^m  the  obliquity  of  it  ? 
To  killy  or  to  bani/b  perfons,  under  fomi  circumftan- 
ces,  is  a  viriuous  fidion,  a  laudable  deed,  when  they 
have  forftued  their  lives  or  mtritti  exile.  But  how  caa 
the  fame  be  done  to  innocent  pcrfoni  without  guilt  ^ 
And  if  there  was  guilt,  to  whom  is  it  to  be  imruted  -^ 
To  God,  or  to  Jacob*f  Ions  I  Let  God  be  holy,  buc 
every  man  a  ^nncr. 

In  after  ages,  the  Jews  were  to  be  redteemcd  from 
E^p/  by  anout-ftrecched  arm.  The  great  Jehorah, 
in  that  idolatrous  ccuotry,  and  imporiumoi  the  world, 
chofe  to  dlfpUy  his  wonderful  works,  and  his  evideoc 
fuperiority  to  the  falfe  gods  of  the  Flcathen.  Nothing 
gave  a  greater  (cope  for  th*f3,than  the  obftinacy  of  Pba" 
f^ashr  Ihe  reigning  prince,  wii»  refufcd  to  let  the  chif- 
4j^fti  ^i  Ifrasi  go  out  ©f  his  domiaions,  till  the  moil: 
la  ^pnifhing 
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"ffioni/hing  judgments  were  fent,  ^nd  miracUs  wrought 
in  the  land  of  Ham  I  But  we  are  not  from  hence  to 
conclude  that  God  by  his  efRciency  produced  this  pra^- 
vity  of  difpofition,  in  the  Egygfia»lk\ng.  Ail  that 
vras  nccefTary,  was  to  raife  to  the  throne,  and  caufe  to 
ftand/i>^rtfa  certain  man,  whofe  avarice,  ambition  an4 
tyranny  prompted  him  to  detain  the  pofterity  olljrael 
in  his  kingdom,  tiir  Jehovah  demonftratcd  himfeif  id 
be  thff  true  God  of  the  univcrfc.  There  i»  one  ob- 
jedion  to  this  account  of  the  matter  s  the  fcfipture  af- 
iertg/ in  dire6l  and  pofitive  terms,  that  God  hardened 
Pharaoh* s  heart.  It  alfo  fays  in  other  places,  that  hi 
hardened  his  own  heart ;  nothing  more,  therefore,  can 
feafonably  be  intended  thereby,  than  that  God  permitted 

him  to  follow  the  eviJ  difpofuions  of  his  heart,  left  him 

expofed  to  the  temptations  of  the  world  and  the  devil; 

tock  from  him  his  holy  fpirit,  and  brought  him  into 
^  iuch  trials,  as  meeting  wi?h  a  pcrverfc  temper,  render'^ 

ed  it  more  fo  -,  not  that  he  ufcd  any  pofnive  infiueriCe 

In  the  prod uclion  of  this  event. 

Farther,  it  was  the  will  of  heaven,  a  fchcme  in  pro^ 
vidence,  tUt  the  people  of  Ifrael  fbould  be  plmted 
6own  in  the  1^ nd  of  Canaan,  To  this  end  the  antier^t^ 
?nhaj>itants  mud  be  exterminated.  They  were  left  there- 
fore, to  fill  tip  the  raealure  of  their  iniquity^  that  (o 
ihe  Jews  might  be  j unified,  iri  the  .deftr u^ion  of  them. 
To  fuppofe  God  made  them  wiciced  by  his  own  effi- 
€ienc)\  is  to  imagine  that  he  was  reduced  to  the  hard 
'Sieteffity  of  juftifying  one  (in  by  the  produ^ion  of 
inotherj  than  w hick  nothing  can  be  marc  injurious  or 
ablbrd.  -^  "-.  •""  -■■       ■-'  ■   ■•  •  ^    ^ ;     ■  ■•■    *" 

Again  ;  The  ^ews  after  being  fomctime  planted  in 
Canaan  become  extremely  vile  ;  fo  that,  agreeable  to 
tbf  ^  nt-al  nature  of  the  divine  governnae.it,  ic.was  nj?-' 

c^fTarf; 


ceffary  they  (kould  be  punifted  by  eaptivkj^.Y  T^iert^ 
Were  thofc  who  were  ready  to  carry  this  defi'gn  int^ 
execution.  Senacbarib  undertook  the  fer vice:  but  it 
was  far  from  his  intention,  to  fulfill  the  defigns  or  exe.- 
cutc  the  plans  of  heaven  \  all  that  he  meant  was  to 
gratify  his  luft  of  domination  and  conqHeft.  According- 
Jy  we  find  the  Almighty  thus  declaring,  I  will  pu^ 
nifh  the  fruit  of  the  ftout  heart  of  the  king  of  Affyria. 
He  meaneth  not  Jo,  neither  doth  bis  heart  think  f$  % 
hit  it  is  in  his  heart  to  deSroy^  and  to  cut  off  natiom 
not  a  few. 

Once  more  :  It  was  the  fcheme  or  plan  of  provi- 
dence, to  redeem  the  fallen  world  by  the  sdvent  znd 
facrifice  of  Jtfus  Cbrifi^  In  order  to  accompllfh  this 
benevolent  plan,  the  Saviour  of  the  world  muft  be 
put  to  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death.  Judas  and  the 
people  of  the  Jews  flood  ready  to  accompliOi  the 
.^ecd,  which, though  nefarious  in  itfelf,  was  produ^ive 
jof  the  happieft  confcquences  to  the  world.  The  per- 
petrators were arfuated  by  the  worft  of  principles.  8m' 
lartr  through  the  door  of  avarice,  entered  intp  ^iriAr  j 
ind  St.  Peter  declares,  that  his  murderers  in  general 
were  moved  by  an  evil  fpirit,  and  praftifed  with  wick- 
ed hands,--rM*»«  ieing  delivered  by  the  determinate 
counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God,  ye  have  taken  and  by 
ificked  hands  have  crucified  and  fIain.**'-*From  thefe 
examples  ii:  plainly  appears,  that  though  there  beg^He' 
fal  fchemes  of  providence  which  will  be  executed  ;  yet 
we  are  by  no  means  obliged  to  recur  to  the.  hlalpbe- 
mous  ajfertions  of  fome  late  dogmatifis,  who  tell  ««, 
th*it  as  the  plan  war  from  heaven,  the  evil  principles 
bj  which  it  was  accomplilhed  were  from  ®od, 

The{e  inftances  being  previoufly   mentioned?,  :«nd 
commented  on;  wf  ^ali  apply  the  whole  to  the  m€< 

^'^'    "  ^'     ""      ^    '■■■--  ;•—--  —  -    morabte 
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jnorable  rcrolutioo  that  has  lately  taken  place  in  tht$ 
Country. 

It  was  the  will  of  heaven,  ani  agreeable  to  his  gene- 
ral plan,  that  xhtfrincipal  p^rt  of  vf/«mr^  fhould  be- 
come fiparati  ^u^  independent  of  Brit  din. 

This  reparation  mufi  be  brought  about,  like  moft 
©thcr  events,  by  the  agimy  of  men.  America  mofi 
rcTolt ;  and  (ome  incidents  mufi  take  place,  to  Induce 
or  excite  tliem  thus  to  do.  The  avarice  and  ijranny 
of  Britain  foon  led  them  to  this.  Inftigated  by  ihofe 
reftlefs  defircs,  they  impofed  heavy  burthens  grievous 
to  be  borne  ;  revoked  our  chart erjy  &utu^  our  ports  y 
$banged  the  mode  of  criminal  profccution  ;  fuarterei 
a  budy  of  arnied  tntn  upon  us,  who  infclrcd  the  inha- 
bitasts  I  and  finally,  to  compkte  ehe  fyffem  of  oppre^ 
fion,  txcitediht  dogs  of  war^  the  fans  of  vifiUnee^lo, 
hutcber  innocent  and  unoffending  roeri.  The  fir  ft  at« 
tack  was  made  upon  the  militia  of  this  town,  who,OFi» 
ly  becaufe  they  appeared  in  arms,  and  the'^eby  demon- 
ftrated  that  they  would  not  be  tame  ffeclMorio\  every 
euiragCy  in/ult  &nd  fl^if/i?,  were,  \m  mo^  inhuman 
fstanmr^  cut  down>  and  eight  of  them  had  their  fouls 
inftantly  diflcdged  from  their  bodies.  As  foon  as  the 
fame  of  this  barbarcus  deed  had  reached  the  diftartt 
colonies,  all  America  rofe  as  one  man  to  arms,  to  avenge 
the  wrong  doRe,  to  their  fellow  countrymen  \  The 
Briii/k  troops,  indeed,  marked  their  progref*  through 
ihis  and  the  neighbouring  towns  on  thit  memorable  day^ 
which  we  now  folt a^^nize,  with  fuch  charader?,  of  un» 
heard  of  birbarity,  that  all  to  whofe  ears  it  came,  were 
ready  to  fay,  that  no  jucb  deed  bad  been  dene  inAmeri^ 
$a  rinc« its  firfl  fetdeiuefit  to  that  timef  And 

f  I  am  rcrfibl^i  that  SfSs  of  gr«fiter  bsrbziity  so  tk^isretvet 
^stidsfcd,  h^ave  lofl^stimes  liua  cosiifiitted  ag«i&ll  tbc  /^«>i^' 
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*  -And  hirmg  their  fouls  filled  with  in  fktremt  abhoff 
xence  of  it,  #er€  rcsdy  to  cry  out  in  the  language  of 
Jacob,  whca  he  rcfle^ed  oailse  efuelty  of  Simeon  tnd 
Levi  i  *^  0  my  /p»/,  ccm  not  thou  into  their  [ecret^ 
mt$  their  ajjemhly^  mine  honor ^  hi  thou  not  united  ; 
for  in  their  anger  they  Jiew  a  nian^and  in  their  felf  will 
digged  down  a  wsll.  Cur  Jed  he  their  anger  for  it  was 
fierce,  and  thiir  wrath  for  it  a«j  cruel**  From  thi8 
want9n  and   uiproveked   ms^Jaere^  the  Ameritau  waf 

tool 
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tieMns  by  tht  aB$r/£inM/i  of  the  eonatry.  But  fiill,  when  alj 
<Mrcud]ftaoceii  afc  duly  coDfidered,  the  affair  %ttexington  may 
bs  proQOQcctd  ctBel  beyond  a  parallel.  Tht<  will  appsar,  if 
we  for  a  momenc  rt  11;^  upon  the  cuvfa  ard  the  authrj  of  thii 
dittflat'e  deed.  THe  iodUct  ^Q(..^.  no  otkerwayt  than  might 
teafooahly  be  fip^Ard.  Uniuteri4  and  d^ftitaie  tf  iiviitzd* 
thti,  they  tlway*  road*  wal*  with  every  circum^ance  ot  fcro- 
dty  *,  ^  w^t  ch^ir  nature  aQ.d  agreeable  to  their  m^odes  as^ 
^iibiti  of  lif*.  Bcides,  they  were  pecoliarly  irccDfed  again^ 
iht  Engti0}  iahabitaoti,  bfcatife  they  oU (led  them  froe  thsf? 
#ld  piff.flloDi,  iitid  Isterrapted  iheif  fijhinf;  bunting,  *€.— i 
But  oothiDg  of  this  fort  em  be  plead  m  rxtccuation  of  the 
crineiof  the  irit$st,  in  Srifij^  oa  the  MHitiM  of  l^xingt^v. 
Tkty  value  theinfeiy<;s  o^  xhtv  pfiiitemtfi  &C'd  i&flr#«i/f,  aod 
sertaiDty  had  no  provscaifon  thtis  to  bchare  ;  except  it  be  a 
proTccatioQ  fcr  •theri  to  hold  armg  in  their  %ht,  Th^ 
jimtrU&tii  were  acYer  indebted  to  BritmiM  for  the  foil  they 
aow  prffclj  ;  they  purchs&d  it  with  thetr  owi^  money,  and 
efiltivated  it  with  their  owoJiaDds.,  It  w?i  ertremely  ctuel, 
after  they  had  drireo  our  fore  fa  i  here  frooi  kurojta  xt^xo  the 
T^ifdi  of  J^iafr tea,  to  pur^ut  their  foKs,  ard  d^'ug'itcr  them  ia 
Ibeapfj  for  oo  ofh^t  <$ricsielhan  lenadoiifly  ?.dktahg  to  their 
Mbertice  ^cd  ioherifafice, whicb  were  tranfmicted  c<»  fhcea  from 
Sljeir  aiiccftojs.^  Upon  a  review,  of  tbefe  fev^rai  particulars^ 
we  may  bejuniHfd  in  Ayirg,  *'  no  fuch  dsred  had  beec  dent 
Tfi  this  country  flnce  it  was  iahi^bited  by  eonigraats  fromBri- 
tata,  to  that  tiaue.'*  Heaven,  it  fee ms,  rcf-ntcd  it.  tcgsthef 
with  their  other  bitb^rout  cosduft  towards  this  otopie  ;  foe 
f^hcn  the  app90l  w^s  made  to  him,  a^d  the  ^^fpiU  witi  to  bs 
Ikei^sd  fcy  the  fwcfd  j  kt  ^«s  giv?a  ll^  canfs  J2  AssasiiOA?, 
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Ibck  Its  rife,  ahd  Isrhareus  rdgi  efte^cd  what  no  other 
<J6nfidcration  could  have  done  -,  it  cotnbmcd  s  large 
ilittOfi  in  arms,  though  of  fomcwhat  different  cuftomSf 
isW^St  religian  and  fnanfith  %  and  what  is  ft  ill  more 
,^onderful,  combined  thctn  againfl:  a  fotverful  and  ^mdt^ 
fe^  kftiedool,' nesrly  related  by  blood  I 

\  '  :•  -\::\^..       J■^■:-■■\^.,  ■■:.-'.^:,v".-     .  •. 

^  The  war  t\iils  comhnenced,  Weht  forwiiid  with  tidi^ 
'4uipcgr0(in^  and  i?ith  vdrioiii  for  tune  ^i\\\;  under  the 
tdhduft  of  a  kind  providence,  it  has  at  length  ended 
ijD  ifjdtpjndencyznd  peac^  I  No w,  t hoqgh .  ^hf  ^e.ncral 
plan  was  evidently  of  God,  to  emancipate  v^w^r/Vi 
from  the  boBdige  of  ^r//<i/*,  who  depr'fv^d  their  f^te- 
fathers  of  Tfberty  of  c^nfcient^e,  lifider  fhe  ifttelterftit 
fjpificof  a  perfccuting  \L^»J,  and  iji  tbis^  way^icagrcd 
them  to  (eek  an  ejfylum  in  ii^/V  /te  hoflWg.W^^ 
nefs  5  and  who  with  the  farne'fpirit  purfued  us  their 
fOiiB  over  the  ocean,  and  had  they  not  beysn  6bftru£tcd* 
would  tieveflvave  dcndcd^frolm  theii^  ait^ffi^fs^  ^"^^ ^^| 
had  mad€  uk&ewers  of  wood  md  Jr<?wrj  j^  iew^/^r,  ^ 
haughty  and  imptriotis  Ujkm^^ers  :  (  yet  \$^  fty((  fpilli 
which  induced  them  to  tfcefe  meafurcs,  fcjib  ^o^  be  inni* 
trut^d  to  God,  btJt  to  ^M.  afid  to  thbiV  o^n  icorrlipe 
learts-^^*;  JsGcd  cdmptkf  iem^td  of,  evil,  fopeittit 
^Hjo  he  tempt  any  tnan^  hut  evejcf  mm  iltempud^^^ 
he  is  drawn  axiv ay  of  bit  ownMs^dtid  eniited  :  furt^ 
the  wrath  $f  man  ^ail  pratfe  bim^  and  ibe  rethainde^ 
ifiiotatbit  Ml  f  (/7r^/»'"'^]|e  iS  his  prcra^ 
ducc  good  from  evil  •,  to  reduce  the  grcate(l^:vff»/ri- 
sities  to  order,  to  fruflr4kte  the  deepcft :  laid  fchcmct^ 
to  /«r«the  wifcft  counf^eh  into  fio^i/bnefty'At}^  to  m^^ 
wicked  men,  quite  befide  their  own  iritenti6r|s,  the  ex- 
ecutioners of  his  pleafure  !  '^Othe  depth kf  the jicbu 
iotb  of  the  mfdom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  b*ow  un- 
fear  c  bat  le  afe  bis  judgments^  ^nd  bis  ways  pa  ft  finding 
$$t  P\    Tbi«  exd^mation  of  the  Apoftlc  is  r^marka* 
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biy  verified  in  the  rife,  progrefs  and  condu^on  cf  tfia 
iate  war.  Tf^e  king  o^  Britain  meant  one  thing,  buc 
the  KING  of  Heaven  another.  The  former  intended 
to  bring  tjs  to  his  feet,  and  extort  a  revenue  from  us, 
to  maintain  a  band  of  idle  penfioners,  the  tools  of  go^ 
vernment ;  but  the  iaiUr  meant  to  bring  about  as  as 
this  day,  to  make  a  great  arxl  numerous  people  (<:or- 
rupt  indeed,  for  which  we  -have  been  feverely  chaftifcd^ 
the  depofitaries  of  that  liberty  which  is  the  inconteftiblfi 
birthright  and  peculiu?n  of  man  ;  of  that  liberty  whicb 
has  for  Taken  the  greater  part  of  the  world,  flown  ove'^ 
the  Atlantic  and  now  dofnsfiicates  itfclf   with  us, 

I  fhall  in  the  lall  plaec  obferTe,  that  as  God  mean? 
thefe  evil  things  for  good  ;  and  great  good  has  already, 
refulced  thcreFrom,  snd  there  is  much  greater  inrevcr^ 
fion  ;  the  confideration  thereof  (hould,  as  in  the  caf^ 
of  Jojeph^  reconcile  us  to  our  brethren  of  Britain,  di«^, 
veft  oar  breafls  of  all  emotions  of  refcntment,  or  re» 
vcnge,  and  induce  us,  upon  their  return  to  a  pacifid 
temper,  to  niaintain  a  friendly  intercourre  with  them  * 
C  AC 


*  This    part   of  the    Sermon   m^y  probably  be  esceptecl 
Igaioft,  as  not  be  in  g  fully  underftood.     To  prevent  miftakcs,' 
fhereforc,  let  it  be  cbfervcd,  that  the  preacher  had  no   intcn-, 
Kion  to  recommend:    the  rcceptioD  of  the  Refugc^jy  or  to  per-' 
fjade  the  people  ef  the  Mafackitfeits  fo  far  to  overlock  th^ 
vile  condti^  of  iholc  pcrfons,  who  vYcct  out  f real  us,  rofc  uf^ 
sgainft  u«,  and  did  all  in  their  power  to  ruin   and  cl  fl  ve  us. 
ae  to   receive   them  into  their  feofoms.— -This   was  far  frocit 
Ills  defijjn.     He   doer  not  coBccive  that   the  prelimipariei  of 
p2£C4  oblige  thr.m  fo  to  do.     From  pcrufiog  thofc  arttcjcsj  h^ 
IS  pcrfuaded  tbit\%  finally  left  to  the  option  of  the  diffcreut 
States.     This  muft,   therefore,  depend  on   the  fentiments  o£ 
the  people  at  >arjie,  and  the  refolutions  of  the  fcveral.  tegij^ 
iaturfis.     It  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be  divinely  dirti^-d.     If 
tti;  ^rg*clker  Kay  be  psrmlttcd  to  cxprels  his  owji  fcntimtnt^ 


At  leaft,  we  ought  to  forgive  them,  bear  them  no  ha^ 
tfcJ,  and  pray  ro  God  chat  none  of  the  evil  ihcy  have 
i^one  us,  may  finally  be  laid  to  their  charge'  This 
I  know  is  a  hard  duty,  but  it  is  inch  as  we  are 
bound  to  comply  wiih,  Asa  preacher  of  the  golpei 
I  am  obliged  r»  Jtcommend  it  to  whomfoever  1  have 
the  honor  pubhcly  to  fpcak.  If  we  feel  the  fmart  of 
the  blows  irfl!(5lcd>  the  duty  of  forgivencfs  is  dill  more 
»lifficult.  Ngw  this  is  our  cafe.  The  fufferings  pi 
Jmerica  by  the  hands  of  Britain  are  ftili  felt,  and 
«hey  have  been  crucliy  feverc.  A  little  recoUeftioft 
Will  loon  convince  us  ^/Z  ef  this.     You  my  brethrea 

.  of 


»ri  a  matter  ^o  d  ffirsntly  tbcught  of,h«  fliruld  certainly  fay, 
that  manp  cfths  dhftnteet  h^vs  cotdxi&zd  Jo  ittt  fo  cfferfiveiji 
to  rhe  pjopic  of  ihz  U  iitcd  Scatei,  that  it  is,  by  no  meau* 
jTeafooiib'c,  that  rhsy  ihould  erer  be  pcrcnittcd  to  return  to 
4he»r  forcB?r  ppfT-Sjc*,  evsa  though  they  f^oald  be  priHirg 
to  pay  the  hna  Ji<lg  price  v^hich  was  paid  by  the  prefeat 
p^C^fTjrs.  This,  however,  niuft  be  the  fuhjift  of  free  dif- 
culCoa  ia  rur  iVvrral  Ltg  fl.cures.  To  thtvn  I  tiuft,  the 
]^'tople  at  large  wiil  be  wiSicg  to  refer  it,  and  acquiefce  ta 
Ch«ir  determiaaiioa. 

As  to  th*  people  ot  Brltaia,  the  pr^pfr  iDhabitanta  before 
the  war,  there  cat)  be  do  kind  of  difficulty.  They  certaioly 
cugbt  to  bf  forglvrc,  and  rejl»red  to  cur  charity,  as  vhey 
have  virtudly  ackpowJedgcd  their  faults  in  orceding  to 
f^;ironiLb]e  teVmt  c  f  pesc?.  How  far  an  iatlmaic  counexioa 
with  thcra  in  trade  ard  sovnmerce-  VfiJl  be  advactPgeous  t« 
this  counny»  is  ieft  to  time  atd  wifcr  heads  to  deternjicc. 
8uch  is  ths  ba'ure  of  miLki;d  io  geceral,  that  they  fooa 
cvcrlock  th«  grea'^ett  i?  jarii*,  whsa  di  fe  who  perpeirartd 
thtna  ceafe  their  «. ffecccs  *  aud  there  is  no  doubt  tbi«  will 
be  the  caf^  ic  in  ure  tia^es  beiween  Britafo  atd  America, 
finr  fupptfiiig  it  ihowld,  this  ore  ;hrrg  msy  wi  h  truth  be 
g6i.'m^.d,  th'^t  the  copious  cosfump'iofi  ci  their  iux'iriei  csa 
n»-ver  be  prcfiuble  to  America.  Though  wiih  aii  the  'world 
;B?t  raay  ir^de,  yet  let  iuduftry  pr<vsi!,  aisd  cur  exports  t-^ 
€gc4  our  mj^fro^  d(t  wc  (^»iUv«:  be|30^  acd  a^|ferabt§^ 
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!if   this  town,  want  no  raonkor  to  Htir  up  yoiir  minds^ 
por  lively  dcfcripnon  to  affeft  your  bear/s  at  the  doie^ 
Jul  tragedi    which    was    here  perpetrated      Though 
eighc  years  have  Once  rolled  away,  vet  vour  fduls  have 
a  iively  remembrance    of  your   affiklion  and  mi f cry,  of 
the  wcrmwpod  At\d  gall    thic  were  contained    in  that 
^iiier  cup^  of  which  you  were  compelled  to  dri.k  large 
draughts  ! — Thoie  miffive  ba  Is  which,  fclkd  eight  or 
ten   of  your  number  to  ibe  ground,  and   which  ^vera 
jdifchargcd  without  provocafion,  ufhered^in  a  fcene  of 
ifavock  and  deflrfi  ft  ion  through  ^hat  dreadful  dai  which, 
when  brought  ful)  to  yie^,  (IjII   hanows  thjJe  bofoms 
that  arc  iottcned  with  compafTion,  and  caufes  the  cry- 
fia!,   brjny    tears  to  fiow  !   Wellmny  yau  ali  Hisd  4 
tear  over  the  mottldering  urns  of  your  murdered  friends 
on  this  anntverlary,  etpecially  when  you  call  to  mind 
the  tragical  circumftances  attending  their  exit,  the  caufe 
in  whicn  they  fell,, and  the    glo.ious  evei^ts  that: have 
reful ted  from   their  deaths  !—0n  this  occfi  >n,    yiu 
may  be  allowed  to  ilied  both  the  fears  of  borrow  and  of 
joy  5  of  forrow,  when  you  conlider   how  dreadtul   it 
was  to  have  your  relations  and  friends  feat   inftaatane- 
©t]Q?,  and  perhaps  UAexpe<5i€dly,   to  the  rigiKeous  bar 
•f  God  !  How  Umenrable  !  how  aS^ecfting  the  fight  ? 
to  fee   hufbmds,  fogs  and  fathers  lying   in  thdr  gore, 
pgle  and  breathlcfs,   fnatc'ied    away,  without  opport«» 
nity  of  going  through  the  farting  ceremsny,  or  fo  much 
^s   bidding  the  lo^g  fdrewel  \     ac    once  deprived  of 
their  company,  their*fuppof  t  and  foUce  ;  and  abandon- 
ed to  all  the  wrefxhedncfs  of  woe  !  It  this  had  hap^ 
pcned  in  the  common  courfe  of  provide  ice,  arid  atter 
the  ufual  prennoDitions,  it  would  have  been  a  mighty 
mitigation.     Unx.  ioh^v^Kht  atrocious  deed  unexpect- 
edly perpetrated,  and  that  not  by  a  cs^mmon  eKsmr,  but 
.  by  thofe^who  were  retati^j^is    md  pretended  friends ^ 
witb  whom  heretofore  we  have  had  fwcet  commmiceUi- 
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if^  arid  »^«?  had  no  fafficient  caufe  to  hurt,  much  lefs* 
to, kill,  how  aggravating  the  chcumftance,  how  pun** 
gent  the  grief  1  For  thefe  reafons  you  arc  excited,  ^n 
ibis  occaHon,  to    flied    tears  ot  grief  ;  and    alfo,   thae 
your  friends  had  not  lived  to  fhare  with  you   the  \m- 
pOttant  blcflings  of  independency   and  peace^  to  which 
they  fo  greatly  contributed--— But  then,  c/n  other   ac- 
counts, you  are  called    to  fhed  the  /^^rj  or  ji>y  :  Iri 
particular,   that  y^ur  friends  ^nd  iown/men  died  in  (<i . 
good  a  caufe,  char  they  fell  che  firft  vi^ims,  and  wer<5 
mz^dt  i  facrifice  for  the  good  of  cheir  cogatry*    Every 
-generous  and  difraterefted    foul,  forgetting  the   ties  of 
blood   is  prompted  thus  to  do.     Even  the  mothers  of 
herjoic  youths,  among  the  Romans,  though  of  the  ten- 
der fex*  haye  been   known   to  rejoice   tbat  their  fonis 
Veredain  in  battle,  and   died  in  the  caufe  and  for  the 
honor  of  their  country  !  ^tam  duke  et   decnvm  e/^^ 
fro.pairia  mori,  was  a  principle  vfith  theai.     ir  -^  -Ifo 
4  maxim  of  reafon  and  no  lefs  fo  of  the  g^ipel,  tbut 
it  is  better  that   cue  man,  nay  that  many  7nen   fnoold 
ciie,  than  that   the  whole  nation  (hould  pen  fa  >  ,  Since 
then,    th»    murder    here  committed  by    the    Briiijh 
troops,    has  been  followed  with  happy  confequence^^ 
has  prefer ved  this  country  from  (lavcr/  or  de(tru(^Vion  *, 
the  confideration  thereof  (hould^aufe  townfmeft^    and 
even  relations   to  dry  up   their  tears  of  torrow,   and 
excite  them  to  weep  tears  of  joy. 

But  when  I  have  mentioned  the  death  of  your. 
Friends,  I  have  told  but  a  part  of  the  bitter  talc.  ]S'o£ 
content  with  killing  your  townfmen,  they  were 
prompted  by  Satan,  to  burn  your  houfes  and  deflroy 
your  property.  Thofe  who  in  the  morning  of  th'st 
fated  day,  arofe  and  biefTed  thcmfelyes  that  they  were, 
pofTefted  of  cornfortab^e  habicationfy^  the  f?uk  of  fotr- 
iKier  toila  were,  ere  diQ  fstcing  fun,  .deprived  of  th^ir 
'  ""'  ~"     '"^  /"    ■"      -'    '        accommodation!:^ 


t  2^  I 

accommodations,  had  oot»  like  our  divine  RedeeiHer, 
where  So  lay  their  beads,  faw  their  dwellings  confumed 
to  adies,  and  the  fmoke  ^fccnding  to  darken  and  in- 
fulc  the  face  of  day  I  And  this  which  happened  to  yoi| 
in  the  firft  iaftance,  has  been  the  bitter  portion  of  ma»» 
ny  others  on  the  continent.  Need  I  tell  you  of  the 
townsi  fair  and  populous,  that  have  been  confumed  by 
fire  in  the  wantonnefs  of  Britifh  rage  ?  What  num- 
jbers  of  our  brave  men,  the  young,  the  healthy  and 
robuft,  the  boaft  of  their  country,  the  pride  of  ihcar 
parents,  and  the  flower  of  the  army,  have  mifcrabljr 
perilhed  in  jails  and  prifon  fhips,  through  negUSi  and 
J^udied  autky^  for  want  of  whoiefonie  proviiion  and 
frcfhair  ?  Should  I.  paint  in  proper  colours  the  dread* 
ful  fcenes  of  carnage,  the  horrid  tortures  which,  with 
fnore  than  diabolical  malice,  were  inflided  on  our 
countrymen,  and  women  znd  childreHp  in  fome  of  cUr 
new- fettled  plantations,  it  would  renew  your  grief,  ex« 
cite  the  rendered:  emotions,  and  wring  your  breads 
with  the  keened  anguifh  1  How  many  women  have 
been  ravifbed  and  maids  debauched  in  the  courfe  6f 
this  unhappy  war  ?  What  enormous  taxes  have  bedn 
|aid  upon  us,  and  how  oppreffivc  the  load  we  haVc 
borne  in  defence  of  «ur  liberties  and  lives.^ 


•  That  there  is  no  txig^«ratton  in  the  above  reprefenta- 
^ion  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  regiftered  the  events  o£ 
|Ke  war  ia  their  memories.  Five  or  fix  large  towns  have 
teen  burned  by  the  enemy,  with  an  immsnfc  quaBlity  of  ya- 
ju^blc  tffccts.  AmoDj?  thcfe  were  Charlejiovin,  N^rfsli^ 
Fuimouth,  D anbury,  Efoput  and  its  environs,  &c.  besides  a 
Dumber  of  private  buildings  in  many  other  towcs. 

The  fu£[criog$  of  oir  people  captivated  and  imprifoned  ^y 
the  enemy,  have  been  fevcre  beyond  example.  Witnefs, 
pirtieolarly,  thojfc  who  were  carried  into  Ni»m  Tork^  and 
f^sciefej  tfeofs  that  wsrc  captivAtcd  at  Ftrt  (Vajhington^  of 
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But  notwiihftanding  all  this,  ic  is  certainly  our  dM(f 

po  forgive,    li  not    to   lorget.     To  forget,  indeed,  I 

know  is  not  our  duty.     Sooner  may    our  right  hands 

forget  their  cunnings    than  forget  thee  and    thy  unpa* 

raVelkd luffaings,  O  my  ccu'-.try  1  lodeed,  whilft  rhe 

veftiges  o\    learning,    and  the  fstrce  of  the  Engli/h  Ian* 

guage  remain,  it  is  impoflablc  they    (houid  be  iorgot- 

ten.     For    fuch    writings   have    been  compofed,    an4 

fuch    monuments   crefted,  as  will   perpetuate  the  diP- 

trelTes  of  this  country,  and  the  mighty  exertioBS  they 

have  made  for    their   liberties,   to  the  kft  period  of 

time.     The  annals  of  America  will  (land  diftmguilhed 

«mong  all    the  nations  of    literature,   till  V*  the  angel^ 

with  one  foot   on  the  pa^  and  another  on  the  earthy 

Jfball  lift  up  his  hand  to  Heaven,  and  Jwear  hy  him  that 

liveth  forever  and  ever,  that  time  floah  he  nc  longer  I 

Even  our  tender  cfFspring,    in  toture  times,  v^ill  ftand 

ground  the  knees  of  their  parents,  and  with  faukcring 

accents  afk,  what  meant  the  military  exercifts,  and  the 

yearly  meetings,  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  at  Lesdng- 

ion  ?  Their  fathers,  under  the  operation  of  various  paf- 

fions,  will  inform  them,  that  //^tf«  began, in  tbst  plac^f 

ihoic  hoftihtics,  which,  in  progrels  of  events,brought  on 

the   prefent    happy   Icttlement  j  the   great  privileges 

9hey    n&w  cvt'pj.     The   children,  fatisfied"  with   the 

,  plcafing 


wkcm  eight  cr  tta  disd  every  day,  Tfcc  dreadfalfaffcriogiof 
the  people  so  the  Suffuehsnnab,  are  dtli  irsfh  in  oar  m'^mo* 
Itles,  arid  the  rccoSUftioa  caufts  the  bJr»od  ftiil  to  run  cold  19 
«sitir  veins  I  Of  th«fi«  and  rsp-s  Ni'wjerfsji  ar>d  the  CaroU- 
if<ss  h^d  Urge  and  ftrrowful  fxpsricr.ci  ;  though  Bane  ef 
tiieft  things  difhsartced  th«(n  !  Atid  of  tax*f,  wfeich  have 
^CQ  i:  eredibly  hesvf  en  aR,  ticBs  have  paid  a  larger  propor« 
cisa  than  ihe  itsHabitatits  of  Mafaehufetjt^  Wbeti  the  bea- 
^•y  debt  eontracled  by  tk»  w;ir  wtSi  b«  paid,  the  wif:ft  po»*iJ% 
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pkaHng  narration,  will  blefs  the  memory  oF  their  vlfJ 
tuous  anccftors,  and  iaeredly  hand  down  the  impor- 
tant taJe,  from  generation  to  geacration,  till  childrea 
iball  be  no  more  ! 

Boc  though  it  be  impoflible  to  forget  the  fate  tranC- 
a^ions    on   the  ftige  of'y^w^r/Vtf,— yet  certainly  thd 
laws  of  Chriftianity  oblige  us  to  forgive.     The  duty  of 
forgivenefs  Heaven  does  not  extend  fo  far  as  to  oblige 
tis  to  make  the  offenders  our  con  fitments  aed  friends— 
lo  truft  them  for  the  future,  or  receive  them  into  out 
intimate  commanion  :  it   only  requires,   that  we  bcaf 
them  no  ill- will  — take  no  fteps  for  revenge— and  re- 
commend them  t®  the  mercy  of  God.     We  muft  l^^'efi 
ihem  ibai  curfi  us^  and  praji  for  tbemJhat  dejpitefuUy 
tiji  and  entreat  us^  if  we  would  be  the  children  bf  our 
Father  in  Heaven,  who  caufes  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  e* 
mU  and  on  the  g&od^  and  fendeth  rain  en  the  jufi,  and 
#«  the  uajufi.     If  we  are  his  children,   and    pofiftlTcd 
with  a  hunaatie  and  benevolent  heart,  we  QiaH  bitterly  la- 
ment thofe  wars  and  fightings,  which  theluftsof  mea 
create.  Great  allowances  a^e  to  be  made  i^r  the  weak- 
ueiles  arid  foHies  of  mankind.     As  we  are  human,  and 
know  our  own  frailties,  we  ought  to  be  indulgent  to 
the  follies  and  vices  of  others.— //cw.^  fum^  et  nihil  hu* 
manum  a  me  alienumputo^ — was  the  modeft  faying  of 
an  ancient  fage.     On  this  prineipie.  we  ought  ever  toi 
ad.— — ^Realon  requires  ir,    and  fcripturs  demands  if, 
Jofeph^  educated  in  the  Jewifb  religion,  teaches  us.that 
in  confideration  of  the  great  gt)od  that  refuhed  from 
his  brethren's  envy,   he  fcould  overlook  and  forgive 
the  mod  at/gravated  perfonal  tffence.— >But  a  greater 
than  Jofeph  \%  here.     Su  Stephen^    when  juft  expiring 
under  the  cruel  attacks  of  his  enemies,    breathed    ous 
this  benevalent  prayer^  Lord,  lay  not  /his  fin  to  their 
t^(trgt  I  A^d  a  sreaterthaa5/«f;>i^^»,cven  iuLordJefas  % 
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)^R  before  he  was  put  to  a  cruel  death  by  his  perrccii- 
tofs,  preferred  this  petition  to  God,  which  contained 
the  only  cxcufe  that  could  pcfTibly  be  made  for 
then)  ; — Father,  forgive  them^  for  t bey  knew  not  what 
tbej  do  !  Lei  us  go  and  do  hkcwife.  Shall  we,  who 
profefs  ourfelvcs  Chriftians,  and  are  afTured^  that  unlefs 
!we  forgive  men  their  trefpajfes^  our  heavenly  jAth& 
will  not  forgive  our*s  $  which  arc  greatly  ag.gr a vated 
and  daily  committed,  refufe  to  forgive,  or  retain  our 
rcfentment  againft  the  people  of  Britain  ?  God 
forbid  1  May  we  honor  the  manes  of  our  departed 
friends  who  died  in  the  war,  and  mod  cordially  at  the 
fame  time  forgive  the  perpetrators  of  thofe  evil  deeds, 
in  confideration  of  the  great  good  that  has  arifen  there- 
from, net  oniy  to  ihis  but  to  feme  other  parts  of  the 
"lirorMe 

I  Now,  would  It  riot  be  dcenhed  impertinent  orfuper** 
fluous,  I  could  daftly  point  tjut  the  great  advantage 
that  has  accrued  to  fomc  other  countries  as  well  as  to 
this  from  the  late  American  i^ar.  Before  ihc  contefi 
with  thisweftern  world,  the  fpirit  and  the  idea  of  li- 
berty, was  almoft  loft  from  Europe,  as  it  had  been 
long,  before  from  Afia  and  Africa.  "This  difpute 
aroufed  it  in  Ireland,  who  before  were  fettered  in  chains 
of  fevere  bondage.  Poverty  and  opprefTicn  reigned 
in'that  ifland.  Their  trade  was  mo(t  invidioufly  re- 
firidled  ;  penfioners  "wcrc  faddled  upon  them  5  theif 
faxes  were  heavy,  and  their  rents  from  landlords  who 
lived  in  England^  enormous  5  by  means  of  all  which* 
the  common  ranks  of  people  became  excefTively  poor^ 
and  fronr  the  greateft  induflry  could  fcarcely  procure 
4  mouthful  of  meat  for  themfelves  and  family  mcrs 
than  once  a  week.  But  feeing  the  fpirit  raging  in 
America,  they  caught  the  heavenly  fire,  and  with 
irms  ifl  their  hands   m^de  a  bold  demand  of  their 

rights  J 
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nghtSji?  rfeVfcrdeBf^editiilErieiand  granted  their  reqneff^ 
unretrer«d  th^ir  cradcjand  now  permit  them  to  li^e  upori 
terms  of'  feciprocity  vrith'therhfel^es  !  \  glorious  e^-- 
ffect  of  the  American  war  !  Farther,  the  kiog  of  Fr^w^l 
has  given  free  toleration  to  his Proreffant  rubje£ts,and^al-. 
lows  them  to  build  thdr  charches,  undifturbed  in  anf 
part  of  his  kingdom  1  The  king  of  Spain  has  put  ati 
ttid  to  tht  JnquiJJthn  \  and  from  the  ratified  articles 
of  peace  between  thefe  two  latter  kingdoms  and  Bri^ 
iaih^  it  (liould  fccm,  that  it  is  made  upon  more 'liberal 
principles  thsn  conbmoniy  has  been  between  Pr^/^/- 
Sant  and  Pepljb  kingdoms.  Eg?:  what  is  the  m oft 
confiderabi^,  the  conlederated  States  of.  Afnerk^  havct' 
in  coofequence_€f  our  ilfuggles,  btzoxnt  f??*.fove'^^ 
riign  '^M  independent  Independency  and  freedoni' 
are  the  wiih  of  all  men.  Freedom,  ind^fed,  maf  bfe 
abbfed  to  pufpofes  of  licentiourners,  and  what  other^ 
bleiTing'  may  not  be  abufed-  ?  B«t,  it  it  be  not  our  owar 
fault,  we  .rrsay  new  be  che  hsppiefl  psopb  upon  th& 
face  crf^  the  glofoe  !  Infte^dbf  &eing.  con'trauled'  by^' 
others,  at  three  thoufand  miles  dilfance,  we  nozv  have 
%  in  cur  power  to  tule  r-nd  gt^vern  ourfel^e*,  to  itn^f 
^pofe  our  own  t^ses,  ,choofe  all  onr  officA^rs,  regykt^' 
our  internal  police,  and  nfe  urtde^'  the  influence  of  our^ 
titrtjesV  to  *  ^rftwretic  diftinClion    Hod  renown^  1 

'We  have  at  prefent  a  happy  conClitution  of  go| 
Ternmenti  framed  by  wife  men  and  accepfed  by  ^ 
^jrfwjority  of  the  people  at  large.  If  we  adhere  to  th© 
fpiric  of  it,  and  labor  to  give  energy  to  the  la^s,  ^ndL 
dignity  to  the  governing  authority,  by  clewing  *ihifS 
men^nd  true^  and"  then  fubmitlingchear fully: to  theic 
fominands,  we  (hall  doubtlefs  tafte  the  fweets  of  thaC 
liberty  for  which  we  have  bled  at  every  vein. 

It  4i*n6c  only  natural  for  nations  to  "  iih  to  be  in*^ 
^ep«?f<[^R4  ^%  the  minor  pams  for  twent/>onc^  bue 


it  muft  be  highly  eligible  and  advantageous  to  be  fcpa^ 
rated  from  Britain.  Whilft  tonnedcd  wiih  them  our 
fetce  and  virtus  would  ever  have  been  in  danger. 
Their  example  would  have  had  a  pernicious  influ- 
CBte  on  our  morals. .  Their  cxtenfivc  commerce  has 
given  them  wealth,  and  wealth  by  a  natural  caufality 
has  produced  luxury  •  and  luxuty,  effeminacy;  Thcfe 
▼ices  are  extremely  conugioas  ;  and  if  ^^  had  been 
eonm^ed  with  and  dependent  6n  themi  (houid  have 
been  very  prone  to  have  aped  them  in  their  vices  aa 
well  as  in  their  virtues  ;  and  fuch  vices  as  thofe  above- 
mentioned,  would  have  been  highly  detrimental  to  aa 
infant  country,     MayGod  long  preferve  us  from  ihcraj 

Befides,  being  in  conneftibn  with  them,  wc  muft 
frequently  have  been  embroiled  in  their  broils  ;  which 
wc  know  in  time  paii  have  been  frequent  and  numc^- 
roiis  ;  and  probably  will  be  fo  for  the  future. 

Monarchies  are  often  in  war,  with  a  view  to  extend 
the  domains  of  a  fjngle  man,  whilft  Commonwealth! 
are  narurally  pacific  5  bccaufe  the  benefit  relulting  from 
conqucft,  being  divided  among  the  ruling  body,  which 
k  numerous,  and  often  fhifted,  or  among  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  is  not  a  fuffieifot  fiimuUs  to  war.— 
Hence  Holland,  Switzerland,  and  other  republican 
flatcs  are  never,  except  through  necefTity,  engaged  in 
national  difpures  ;  though  the  latter  republic,  it  is  well 
known,  furniflies  a  plenty  of  the  bcft  foidiers,  who 
arc  often  the  mercinary  troops  of  crowned  heads. 

Having  therefore  aGumed  republican  governments^ 
and  being  now  fcparated  from  Bri taint  and  not  obli- 
ged to  follow  hcT  inclination  or  her  fcrtfinet  there  is 
the  higheft  probability,  that  we  Ihall  enjoy  a  l4(/Hug»  if 
B«t  a  ferfstual  peac«  $  aad  ij^t  this  wquI|  bp  a  pred« 
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m}%  boon,  a  "glorious  advantage,  we  muft  needs  be 
•onvinccd  from  the  late  long  continued  horrors  of  war  5 
for  if  war  be  a  judgment  (which  by  fad  experience 
we  all  know  to  be  fa£^)  doubtiefs  p«3ce  is^  a  blefTng. 
It  we  are  in  peace  we  Ihall  be  at  leifure  for  the  nobleft 
purpofes  ;  for  the  (crvke  of  Gud  1  for  bemg  deliver^ 
edoHt  ef  the  bands  of  our  emmies^  we  may  ferve  him 
witbGftt  fear^  in  righiioujmjs  and  bolinejs  all  tb$  days 
$f  our  lives  ;— for  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  and  fci- 
ences,  which  never  flourifh  in  a  rime  of  war  ;— for  thf 
cxcenfion  of  commerce  and  a  lucrative  navigation* ;~ 
for  theimprovemieot  of  agriculture  ;  and  the  diffuQoo 
of  the  blefhngs  of  good  governmcnt^find  liberty  to  all 
arouod  us# 

When  rapt  into  future  times,  weconteajpUte  th^^ 
great  things  which  will  be  a<5lcd  on  the  ft  age  of  Ame- 
rica y  how  fhe  will  blefs  her  numerous  fons  ;  how  pro- 
duce ie^iflafors.polificians^  orators  and  ^<?^/j, equal  to  th^ 
"  ipoft  renowned  of  ^^nxiqaity,  and  how  (he  will  rife  toupu- 
Ieh€e,^ame  and  glory  ;  unlefs  ic  be  her  own  fawk,  w^  mu^ 
Jecl  ourfclves  not  gniy  willing  to  forgive  the  people  of  5r/- 
|k;>vwho  by  th&  Infatuation  of  their  councils,  have  been 
the  uadefigned  iaftruments  of  lb  oiuch  good  ;  but  cati 
alfo blefs  God.  mofi  hcarsUy,  that  he  has  feecn/^?  kind 
to  us,  *  whilil:  in  pleafmg  gradtude  we  can  adopt  the  ^ 
Words  of  the  propher,arid  whh  but  a  lictle  al,ceratipn,fav> 
•*  Happy  ari  tbou,  0  /immca  I  x^ifbo  is  like  unto  tbei^^ 
O  peBpli  Javed  by  ibe  Lord,  ibe  fbield  of  tby  belp^  and 
wb<i  is  tb4  Jiftard ,  of  ibine  e^celU^^y  !■' 

I  cannot,    with  decency,   conclude  without  addref- 
£ng  myielf  to  the  gentlemen  aow  ia  arms  :— 

Respectable  SIRS, 
Vv\Bl  L  S  r  we  revere  your  chara6ler,  as  foldiers,\ 
K?  ??5??^  ^^'^  laariem  thofc  lufts  and  pafTions  of  men 


fehidv  fi^ke  your  profcOion  neceffirj^       entitle  ftJ^ 
id  defer vcd  eftcem. 

Ir  the  prefent  Rate  of  the  worfd,  n9  body  of  f^ 
U  more  important  that!  /i&^  which  isaequ^inted  t^ieS 
^ihe  dexterous  life  of  the  inftfuments  of  deaaht  ai-d  hii 
ftudied  the  arts  of  kiiliog!  /Jiwelf'rmdMr^d  ma-'if 
is  the  glory^aad  defence  6f  eve-ry  They  i  ve 

i  greater  fecurity  than  ftmding  m<^  <^,  \^ho,  «■'-    -H 
tieccflary  in  time  of  v^ar,  txttvtf6.m^.^tr^m  1 
JX he  iiber  ties  of  Athens,  of  Rms^ 
many  other  places,   have  b*^^^- 
ibiir  fuiersi   kaowing  theit 
other  pirts  of  the  world,  ha^  j^eiblved  they 
be|."|iiaim'^*"?'--'   ^^*'^'';Vtiaics  of '.peace./  -^"^ 
forej^'m;:  X  to'hejlr  fhat  our, 

cswillt. 
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^•ty  gentlemen,  th^impjortanqs  of  your  chu^ac? 
itr  and   the  cxpeflationi  of  the  people,  fou  will  be 
perfuad«d  to  perfcvcrc  ra  mcafur^es  tor  the  acquire- 
ment   6f    greater    miUcary  capacity    to   do  goo|. 
Peace  wiilJulWy  no  rckxation  in  this  regard.    As  the 
lountr/,  for  ought  we  iknow,  may  Toon  be  aitadked, 
need: yourafilftance/ To  we  truftyou  will  hbovm 
.,.  qualified  a^d  difpofed  Co  give  it.    To  yoi^r  coa- 
tla<^,  under  GODi  we  arc  much   indebted  for  t})^ 
]3rerent  independeiK  ftationwe  hold  among  the  natioas 
of  thcearrhi  for  here  the  corner  ftone  thereof  was 
iiid.    J^s  you  early  ftepc  forth,  lent  your  aid  to  f^wr 
"and  n>ad$  a  facfifice  in  her  caofe/  at  atutte 
e  needed  th^  asTiftance  .of  all  her  (on*  i  fo  ^^e 
uid   there  be   any    furore  call,  you  willAe 
'■^    *    "    ce  CO '  k.  "■  l^l4v^     '    '^i^to'-le 
....,,..  ,      ,  the -ikvioou  of ;        .    .jttry  1    " 

X^e  deaths  qf  tiiofe  who  froin  ypiur  ^od^  ^w^^ 
f.3  on  this  day,  by  BrUip:>  (^rueliy^  Kvrt  b^ea  lui 
?^  i   /      *  'Y  and 'that  yqu  have  not  yiet 

:     ■.  _,   _at  foom  your  Appe:»^u^^;^  rv.h.:if 3^ 

,r^pf  God* 

have  •a<%d  a'iaad^^ble^a'  ving  thi  i&» 

-  7  to-  ifie  prefent  day*     ii  ini^^  Aiif^red  a/t»^- 

valuable 


).  flivre  they  4t  !?  to  ka^e 

•n  in  the  wnfjd  1 

-  v'uh 

".^ory,  ^'i'-^y  they  riJurn  ..i 

.  .  „.  -^i  IJfs,  and  by  the  lev.     .  .. i.-.^i-wha    £-  i     .     ■  —'  --♦ 
If iwre  equal  juftice  done,  and  a  icafoaablc  cocsg«iii4tion  1«| 


Valuable  politic&l  purpofe,  as  well  as  demonflrated  9 
decent  rcfpcft  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who  firft  bled 
fo  their  country's  caufe  What  may  be  the  line  ef 
propriety  for  the  future,  I  fhali  not  take  upon  me  co 
fay,  and  for  this  reafon,  bccaufe  I  do  not  particularly 
knoWi  This,  however^  I  may  be  permitted  to  ob- 
ferve  in  general,  that  the  end$  of  this  inOicution  being 
chitfly  iccufcd,  the  call  for  its  continuance  tannot  be 
grear.  To  you  it  belongs  to  determine,  and  to  ycu  it 
18  left  But  if  you  continue  the  (ojemnizacion  ot  chot 
anniverfary,  yet  you  will  not  perpetuatt  your  refent- 
ment^gaind  the  inhabitants  of  Britain,  It  hs  unbeco- 
ming the  pharaflcr,  both  of  chiftians  and  foldiers,  fo 
to  do.  As  the  gocd  foldier  is  brave  in  war,  he  is  no 
lefs  humane  and  gentle  in  peace.  **  Better  is  he  that 
fU'ttb  bis  fpmf  Stan  be.  thai  taketb  a  city ^  Whilft, 
therefore,  you  blefs  the  aOics  of  your  departed  friend$/ 
you  will  eradicate  from  yoyr  bieafts  the  fpirit  of  rg- 
yenge,  and  all  forbidden  refentment  to  the  living  ; 
and  exert  yourfelves/2?  to  pafs  through  life,  that  when 
ieath  ihall  lay  i*s  cold^  hand  upon  you,  and  call  you 
kcpce,  you  may  be  ripenedy^r,  and  through  g^ace  in 
the  divineRedeemer,be  adaiited  to  that  glorious  worlds 
i^rhere  wars  and  fightings  never  enter,  where  harmony 
and  loye  perpetuaiiy  reign  i 

^nd  ncwturning  myftlFto  this  numerous  gfTcrDbly, 
I  would,  in  the  fulncfs  of  my  heart,  congratuUce  yoQ 
©n  the  recurs  of  peace  with  iu  olive  branch,  aitcr  the 
toils  and  perplcxijes,  the  (trares  and  horrors  of  more 
than  a  feven  years  war  1  Hail  mf  happy  countrymen* 
at  length  emancipated  from  the  flaVe- y  that  was  de- 
llgnad  for  you  1  The  Ihackles  are  knocked  off  1  the 
ohainthat  was  to  hsve  bound  us  in  perpetual  bondi^gc, 
was  (Barred  in  tH^  forge,  the  fnarc  is  ^raken  znd  ^e 
"^  '    '  ' "^  "'    "^        ^     '^ '"  "    """   '        k^^ 
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liave  cfcaped  1  And  not  only  efcapcd,  ,but  tfe  pliccl 
on  \\\tftable  rock  of  independence,  and  arc  brought  le 
an  honorable  and  advantageou$  pcac«.  • 

That  wt  may  perceive  in  the  moft  lively  manner,  tha 

blefTcdnefs  of  our  prefent  (ituation,and)^^^/jpreli{h  the 

joy  of  the  day,we  need  only  recoiled  the  hprrois  of  thaf 

dreadful  day ^  when  the  war  &i&  broke  out  in  ibisplacf^ 

aad 


*  The  Parliaaaent  of  Britain  feem  to  be  dilcdntfeateiJj  ftoll 
fc5^!:'n?^'r'nt  th;  pescs,  aa  being  made,  in  their  tie w,.  oiS  tttmt 
to  tile  nation*  But  be  thit  as  it  wtU,  furely  w*, 
{  .nxrjf  hav«  th?  nvOiofi  fesfon    to  acquicfce  in  tt, 

and  wira  a  mixture  of  jof.asd  aftoaidiaifnJ;,  tAk«  notice  of 
tJJ«  ^  ni!  oirPvQyfidtnct  in'scccUrfliliog  thii  if>2poriaat  cv^nt, 
iiflvirig  it  on  tCtoai  /<?^i^i?r<^WVta'y?jw^rlV<*\  .  Ottif 
i .  .^..f^fiiiae'  wi%«i  arc  gratified,  asi  ««pe^4tioQS  om 
^onc  I  Who  could  have  thought,  •u'hea.iJje;objea  i^ 
diftfute,  wai  of/»i.'^  magpttude,  that  J? r //.?/>?  would  /a  y«?^J5 
defift  from  her  claims,  cqutcnt  xq  ihe  difmerjsbsrniimt  of  the 
fempfrc,  aiid  mske /«>  /ar^r  a  pro55crtion  of  n,  fsiiep^Bdentl 
That  w«  pcCcfj  s  lh%r^  in  f.h^  ^ili?ry,  bt^nH  ia  the'gnlph  cf 
^t.Ldiinnce  afid    .     •  '     oi  Nt'wffhindland  -y-^th^l^ 

uioiftty  of  a!!  t^*  ;  iu'We^vfard,  fal!«  mthia 

o«r  limits^  tsr  ^   us  ia^  advaxstage  of  a  lucratlre  ia^ 

tand  navig**'  4?i   in^si-eft  ia   tbe  /urr  irade  j-^-tlilt 

"tiT  boasds^ikf  arei  lo  ett?nfi^e-^»nd  that  thf  Brltlfh  ireopr 
arc  ta  ctacu^te  every  paVt  of  con fi"d'ir3tcd*^f;iJ!r/>*i  ;whidi 
*liey  poff^jiTcd  dunsg  th?g  war^  /^^'/au  r^^ir  L^ng- Ijidnd  zfi.fi 
-^-■^^r/,;  ii,; under  GOD,  to  bs  ai^^^''^-^^  ^-.^h- y;,/^^  ancS 
/  ,   (/«?  cf  our  Mrajf,  to  the  ivifdom  eieriioai 

vs'jxxv  amhaffadnrs.  yh^.f,  eVcEt  pi*^i;^: .  -.-^^  ^.a'ates,  that 
we  ciD/hJK^  in  tht  catinti^  ?«  weli  as  iii  the /W<i  ?  that  «r« 
are  ivr/f  in  fffuncii,  &%  well  as  mighiy  in  lyar.  This  country 
win,  I  doubt  oot,  retain  k  iafting^ni  grsigf'sil  rsmttMbrMSie^ 
'■''  j^ofe  worjhicij   boih  In  civil  and  military  departoacnti, 

V  agh  whofe  vigsr^ut  zn&  pirfsvsritjg  ffortt^  we  esjoy  fo 
mii.r!oiu  a  pMC«,  and  f^^lcsTrivg  a  prcfpea  of  fv.nre   goodf 


t   si  J 

iw3^<^6nt'raft  them  with  the  prefetit ' fmilikg  affeB  of  df? 
Vine  providence.  Thai  was  a  ^djof  darknep2,t^  oi  glbomi^ 
nefs^  a  day  of  clouds  aed  thi$k  darknefsy  as  the  tnorning 
ff  read  upon  the  fnountains  %  when  the  pesple  were  much 
fained,  and  all  faces  gathered  Macinefs.    Many  oF  you 
|ieard  the  found  of  the  trumpet^  and  the  alarm  of  war  \ 
and  faW  the  doleful  fpe6lacle  of  gdrmints  rolVd  in  blood  ? 
you  few  your  friends  pale  in  death^aod  heard  their  dying 
gfPans!  Btfireffed-iiK  what  had  already  happened^you  Were 
no  lefs  anxious  for  the  future.     Sddnefs  fat  brooding  on 
tvery  face,   and  forrow  pcftetrated   deep  into  cvtry 
l>cart.     But  «fw  the  fccne  is  ttiightlly   rcverfcd— ;ihe 
jocumbent  gloom  is   difpellecj,  and  the  brighteft  prol^- 
pef^s  opento  visw.     That  never  to  be  forgotten  mcrn^ 
was  umered  in  by  the  difcharge  of  mufketry,  leaded 
with  the  inftfUm^^its  of  death  !   But  this  opened  with 
thtfeu  dejoyey  which  diffufed  agreeable  feofations  thro' 
the  foul.     Ot^  that  day,  iHt  Britifh  fiandard  tit^ed^ 
jprcfcnted  a  fickcning  profpeft  to  the  free- born  fons  of 
Maffachufetts :  but onthiSiXht thirteenftripes of tbc/^»2^ 
Hcanflag^  waving  and  wantonipg  in  the  wind,  exhilirate 
the  heart, ,  and  caufc  the  pulfe  of  freedom  to  beat  high- 
Go  that  doleful  day,  the  floor  of  this  facrcd  houfe  was 
crimfoned  with  the  bleod  of  bur  murdered  friends, 
mnd  fpread  over  with  their  mangled  corpfes ;  but  op 
#/>,  it  is  trod  by  the  feet  of  devout  worihippers,  who 
^me  hither  in  crouds   to  cxprcfs  th^ir   gratitude  to 
ihatGod  who^  has  beheld  us  with  a  ^propitious  eye,  ap- 
jpcartd  for  ovir  help,  and  turned  thlis  aiMiiverfary  from 
forrow  to  joy^  and   from  mourning  into  a  good  day  t 
5that  day  faw  fome  of  the  bcft  charadlers  of  the  pr o- 
Vintcprofcribcd,  doomed   to'  de(lro£iion,  and  hunted 
like  partridges  on  th^  mountains  •,  but   this  aufpiciost: 
6ne  beholds  them  advanced  to  thej4r^/^^/xof  the  go- 
Jsrnmeat,  and  cDJoying.the  (onfidenee  acd  reward  ci 
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in  ehliged  people.  ^  Thus  the  JteHes  which  the  Britijk 
builders  refu/ed,  zod  defigncd  to  break  to  pieces,  bave^ 
m  our  political  edifice,  l^ecome  J  be  head  Jl  ones  of  the 
eorner  !  This  is  the  Lord*s  doings  and  it  is  marvellous 
in  our  eyes  I  This  is  the  operation  of  that  God  who^ 
appeared  for  the  J^*^"^^  ^htn  dcftined  to  Gaughterj! 
promoted  Mordeeai  to  the  higheft  pott  of  the  king* 

E  domij 


*  When  th€  Britijh  trotps  cam«  from  Bofion,  it  is  belie* 
ved  that  oce  part  of  their  bufioefi  ^as  to  feize*  if  poffible» 
]iis  E-xceliency  J^hn  Hancocks,  Efq;  our  prefent  Governorgr 
and  the  hoacrable  Samuel  Adams,  who,  by  their  oppofitioa 
to  Briti/h  ijrannyt  h^d.  rcDdertd  thcDsftlvcs  cbnozious  ;  and 
were  knot^a  thtnXoh^iiX  Lexington,  They  .happily  e^ca-; 
ped  out  of  their  hacds,  '"For  having,  by  private  pofls,  difJ 
patched  from  Boftoa,  received  iateUigsnce  cf  the  moveoaene 
cf  a  detachment  cf  the  troops,  with  the  probable  objcft  o£ 
their  view,  thofe  geaiicmen  arbfe  from  their  bsds  in  the 
<2ead  of  night,  decamped,  tnd  thus  efcsptid, ;  They  i^ere  re-i 
ferved  to  a  bstter  end,  even  to  g9vtrn  and  blefs  tSat  people 
^ith  their  eomfeht  to  whcfe  deiiveraccs  from  fl^very  i^ty 
to  greatly  eonirsbuted.  T'^'y  laudable  was  the  cpndo<a  c| 
ills  Esisgfistscf  in  making  his  appearance  in  the  houfc  cf  GOD> 
on  this  day.  Hi*  prefecce  increafed  ti&ie  general  j  >y,  at  ic 
jjaye  ui  an  ppportqahy  of  flsaring  it  wsth  onc»  who  had  iarge-^ 
Tj  paTtook  in  the  diftreffea  cf  hU  counity,  /aws^w/f;/ in  all 
their  /^rre'yfis,  and  aduaitiiflred  to  GiUkiiGdes  the  balm.of 
isonfolatiosk  There  waa  ^ifo  a  great  propriety  in  hit  cq-» 
aaing  np  to  the  hosfe  «£  GOD  with  others,  tojeftify  h!« 
thankfuIceCs  to  Jehovah,  oa  this  ccc^fion,  ii  tbss  was  tha 
Iowa  where  hh  pious  enssjlors  lived  ;  aa  be  was  tJ?  n  the 
fpoS  when  hoftiJitie*  wei^  firft  commenced  5  as  he  wai  de-f 
$gn4d  to  have  beta  one  of  the  tri|  vi^ioDs  to  their  rage  ;  ^i 
Shy  csmepari/ym  purfnit  t;  him,  and  he  eipedcncvd  the 
<divi3c  favor  in  hia  figoal  pTefervatipn  en  that  day.  Tha 
ixaoQple  was  fach  aa  bright  ever  tojje  fet  by  thole  in  power jji 
mnder  fimila?  circumftaEeea.;  May  his  ExcetUnty  lon^^  lUa 
to  talU  the  furcctt  of  that  Iibirty,for  the  •btalnme^t  of  whicli 
^e  liaa  m%d«  a  great  jTscrifice  ;  and  ib\%  CommontuiaUh  atTC^> 
liant  a  Goiternor  to  afiimatf  theoa  V9  the  vror(h«|?  Qf  G«^  ^% 
ibit  cwA  example* 
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iom^  and  tnfficled  on  an  haughty  Haman,  the  puniili- 
cieni  due  to  his  crimes.-r-Thus.  by  the  kind  provi- 
dence of  thvii  God  who  difpofes  the  fate  of  nationf» 
and  caufes  kingdoms  to  rife  and  falj  at  his  plea- 
fure,  wc  arc  brought  to  the  funlmit  of  our  earthly 
wi(he«»  and  have  lived  to  fee  tuhat  many  others 
de/ired^  but  were  aot  permitted  to  behold,  by  reafon 
©f  death.  Since  our  lives  arc  lengthened  out  to  this 
gbrioKS  epoch  5  fince  we  have  fcen  the  blood  here 
flied,  cleanfed  by  that  God,  who  abominates  murder 
and  all  a61s  of  criielcy  •,  let  pious  gratitude  rife  froff^ 
the  altar  of  o\jr  hearts  to  the  King  o(  kings,  and  the 
iBoft  fubfJantial  obedience  to  his  laws  adorn  our  es- 
tcrnal  cpoduft.  Let  us  all,  now  laying  afide  every 
other  contention,  ftrive  only  to  do  moll  for  that  Being 
who  has  favcd  us  from  Qavery,  redeemed  cur  iiyes  from 
defirudtBU,  and  crowned  us  with  Icwing  kindnefs  and 
under  mercits.  A%  the  w^r  is  brought  to  a  conclufion, 
let  us  attend  to  the  artt  of  peace,  for  which  we  hare 
f*  bleffcd  an  opportanicjr..  , 

Since  We  can  feow  fit  under  our  own  vines  and  fig* 
trees,  having  none  to  difturb  ui,  or  make  us  afraid,  let 
Ajs  diligently  cultivate  the  fwl  which  has  ^f<f»  watered 
by  the  blood  of  ©ur  eountrymen  9  and  beg  of  God 
ihit  he  would  caufe  the  earth  1 9  yield  her  incrsafe^  and 
the  treet  their  fruit  %  that  he  would  give  us  jriutfut 
Jeafons^  and  plentiful  crops  :  fpr  thca  foon  will  our 
fcarcicy  be  followed  with  redundancy,  and  /^meric^ 
fupply  the  dciicicncies  of  others.  May  tiavigatim, 
trade  titid  commerce  flourilh  j  and  by  an  attention  to 
every  lourcc  of  wealth,  &iay  we  hare  fuch  ftrcams 
flow  in  upon  us,  as  fhaU  enable  us  to  discharge  all 
oordueSi  and  give  usdiftindion  among  the  natioasof 
Che  earth.  Above  all  things,  may  we  feck  afcer  true 
fejpcataDoc^   andpeacg  wkh  God^  which,  alone,  wiS 
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iland  «s  in  dead,  when  fhe  revolutions  of  kingdoms'  ;\nd 
c.npires  fiiall  ccaie  ;  "when  the  fun  fliil'  g^ow  c' na 
with  age,  and  naru'c  fiikin  years.'*  Nothing,  on  n  is 
fide  of  eternicy,  can  gi^e  us  lafting  conten?,.  if  wc  have 
not  peace  within  ; — litdc  lljill  we  be  bettered  by  peace 
With  A  foreign  enemy.  In  the  revolution  of  a  few  years, 
W€  mud  toliow  pur  departed  friends,  and  be  unconfci- 
pus  to  terreftjal  fcencs.  Let  us,  thcrefare,  feck  peace 
vrithGod  through  JcAjs  Chrift,  the  great  peacc-nfiaker  ; 
who  has  made  both  Jew  and  Gentile  one,  and  made 
peace  by  the  bleod  of  his  fr^/jj— that  fo  when  we  are 
calicd  away  from  the  enjoy ttients  of  American  cinzens, 
we  may  be  made  free  of  the  cit^?  of  the  New-Jerufaiemt 
%n^  become  the  detilfons  of  the  Zlon  that  is  above. 

A    M    E    No 


^^  AFPiiitiJi-f^. 


P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 


.  LEXiNCtON,  22d  ^pril  1783! 

EITH  E  R  the  public  nor  the  world,  at  thi| 
^  . .  time,  need  to  be  informed,  that  the  late  grea^ 
9nd/  affe£iing  canteft,  between  Briiain  aad  \Amerisa, 
©pencd  \n  Lexington^  by  the  uigprovoked  majfacre  q{  z 
liumber  of  its  inhabitants,  perpetrated  h-f  a  body  of 
^ri//)^  troops^  on  che  nineteenth  of  Jprily  1775. 

7bls  diffreffing  day  has  heen  unt9  us  for  a  memori&L 
'jAs  fuch  it  hath  btfcn  fetedly  obferved  in  this  place, 
as  an  important  anmvirfary^  through  the  cpurieof  the 
late  war^  by  a  refpedsblg  appearance  of  the  militia  in 
arms,  arid  a  folemn  aiTembly  of  the  whok  congregation 
|n  the  houfe  of  pOD,  to  drop  a  tear  upon  the  gr&vts 
arid,  mourn  over  the  ^y^q  of  our  Jaugbt.ered  friends^ 
TeligiouQy.to  notice  and  acknov/ledge  the  hand  of  God, 
• — hUftibly  •  to  esprefs  our  confidence  in  him,  as  the 
righteous  and  powerful  avenger  o\  injured  innocence^ 
knd  dcvoudy  to  implofe  his  pre  fence  and  aid  in  the 
C:U^  of  OL;r  country,  of  ppfterity,  and  maokiiid. 

d  hlra,  who  is  governor  among  fi  the, 
n^ :.:■:: i> ^  Lz  i^c.^old  the  (late  of  sn  opprel[ivd  hnJ,\t:o 
hesr  ilie  D'-:>;ers  of  an  afBified  people,  to  giv^  them 
I  .  ;  :c  V  es  upon  their  cnemits,  ar»d  to  rejoice  vi 
Ifis  lalvauon,  by  bringing  the  war  to  ?>n  happy  iiruc, 
and  grsueing  them  the.ple^sfing  profpea  of  che  biefilngs: 
of  a  peace,  in  which  all  their  rights  and  clainns^  as  fres_^ 
fpvera^ii  iiaies^  and  an  independent  naiio!^^  are  efta- 
^i&d'upon  a  permanent'  ioundatic:^, 
'^  -^   ■'■•  '  "    ■  ■  ■   ■-■-   '"■   ■ ••'  Quf 
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Our  forrow  being  thus  turned  Into'^V,  and  cu^ 
pournhig  into  fongs  of  praife — decenil y  and  i eiigioufiy 
to  exprels  the  fuinefs  of  cur  hearts,  upon  this  great 
and  joyful  occafion*  the  interefting  an*jivsrl»ry  ok  Sit' 
turday  lafl,  was  obferved  and  celebrated  in  the  follow^ 
ing  manner^   viz. 

The  dawn  oF  the  day  was  ulhered  in  by  the  ringing 
i'F  the  be!!.-— The  officers  of  the  town  miiitiat  with  Ji 
'3ai:ge  ntinii3er  of  the  inhabitants,  being  collected  togC'* 
tlier— a:  fi^e  o'clock  (the  time  when  the  Britens  madft 
t'dr  approach,  and»  without  notice  or  provocadon, 
inhuma7ily  ned  upon  the  people  ot  this  town)  eight 
ianm?i,  from  x.\\t  artillery y  eommanded  by  Captain 
pltver  Browf/^  were  difcharged,  in  memory  of  eight 
of  our  brethren,  who  fell  the  frfl  vi^ims  to  the  Op- 
prefTor's  cruefty,  and  martyrs  in  th^  caufc  of  libertyi^ 
w^wmftf^  and  iiia,nkind.      '   ' 

At  the  rifin^  of  the  fun,  a  large  flag  of  the  Unittd 
StMes  appeared  difpiayed  over  the  houTe  of  Captain 
$rGwn,  near  the  meeting- houfe  and  place  6f  parade, 
whe'C  our  brethren  were  Jlain^  and  thirteen  camen 
were  difcharged  in  commemoration  of  that  fpirit  of 
liberty,  patriotifni  aod  bravery,  wkich,  upon  that  af- 
jfefling  event,  fired  the  American's  breaftjand  catchmg 
frono  foul  to  foul,  diff afed  itfclf  through  this  wide  ex- 
tended continent,  and  infpired  the  inhabitants  of  thir- 
teen of  the  (then)  cohnies  of  ^meriea,  as  one  man,  to 
ril3  and  revenge  their  brethren's 'hlooi-,  and,  in  a  fo- 
lemn  appeal  to  heaven,  at  ihe  point  of  the  fword,  to 
aiTert,  fupporfi  and  defend  their  own,  and  their  coun"^ 
l(ry's   rights. 

Between  twelve  and  one,  on  the  arrival  of  theGj- 
Ternor,  (who  was  prefenc  and  a  wicnels  of  the  irsgi- 
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ijiQl  fcefe,  which  gave  rife  to  this  anniverfiry,  and  wfid 
greatly  fidded  to  the  joy  of  the  day  by  honoring  tht 
folemnity  with  his  prefence)  a  number  of  cannon  were 
difcharged,  as  a  token  o{  refpe^l  from  the  inhabltanis 
^  the  ^own  and  a  ialute  to  his  £xc£L|.£ncy. 

At  two  o'clock,  a  large  number  of  the  iohabitanta 
(.%veral  of  whom  in  years  paft  had  borne  comniifllona 
from  this  or  the  United  States)  turning  out  u  volun* 
teers,  in  honor  to  the  day,  aflemblcd  in  arms  i  and 
feeing  embodied  under  the  conduct  of  the  prefent  ot 
ficefs  of  the  milicia,  performed  fcveral  mlitary  m^\ 
W0iivres  to  good  acceptance. 

Prceifely  at  three  o'cloek,  the  company,  command- 
ed by  Capt.  Munroi^  appeared  at  the  hoofc  of  the 
Scv,  Mr.  Clarki  and  from  thence  efcorted  his  Excel- 
lency  the  Governor,  and  a  large  number  of  gentlemen 
in  the  miniftry,  and  other  gentlemen  of  chara^cr,  1%, 
the  meeiing  houfct  to  attend  divine  iervice. 

As  the  company,  with  the  proceffionj  were  marchii 
Ing  to  the  houfe  of  GOD,  thirteen  csMnon  were  difchar- 
gcd,  in  memory  of  the  wildom,  firmnefs  and  patrl- 
otifm  of  the  thirteen  colemesy  in  declaring  thcrofelvea 
fres\  fovereigti  and  independent  Bates^  and  co«fo!idating 
eheir  union  and  ftrength  into  one  body  for  glory  and  dc- 
fencc,as  a  natl©n,  by  articles  cf  a  confedcranonjounded 
in  prirciples  of  wifdom  and  equity,  virtue  and  liberty,^ 
ft^^pported  by  ihe  experience  of  ages,and  approving  itleif 
to  the  coromoa  fealc  of  mankind. 

In  the  hcufc  of  divine  wcrfhip,  prayers  and  thankf- 
^Ivings  ^verc  dtvoutly  addrefTecl  to  (hatGod  who  hath 
been  with  his  people  in  diftrefe,  who  has  carried  thcfn 
thr®',  jiBd  whs)>?*lone|iitobe  exalted  in  tli«ir  iaivation  ; 
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and  aoexicclient  ind  well  adapted  fernndn, preached  by 
the  Rey.  Mr.  AdamSy  o{  Lunenhurgb  to  a  vefy  crou- 
dcd  and  attentive  audience,  from  Gen/  50.  20  EpJ 
ss/»ryoUf  ye  ibougbt  ivil  againfi  me,  i^t  God  fneani  ti 
J9T  gQQdy  &q.  The  cxcrclfe  was  clofed  with  a  pfalm 
)and  an  ancheoii  pertiient  to  the  joyful  occafioo. 

After  divine  fervice,  the  proceflien  was  cfcorted  bacK 
to  the  Rev,  Mr.  Clark'i^  by  the  company  in  arms,and 
three  voliies  fired,  at  a  falutc  to  his  ExsiUenty  and  ihd 
•rher  gei^kmcn  of  the  proceflion* 

Tht  tniiitary  torapany  then  returned  to  the  place 
^f  parade,  ^hen  tbirteen  cannon  were  difchargad,  to 
•flebrate  the  glory  of  vjdory  and  the  joy  of  peace,  to 
ike  Tbirtegn  United  Slates  of  Amirica^  now  delivered 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  reftored  to  the  bkfUngs  of 
feace,  and  eftablilhed  in  thair  ireedcmj,  indcpendenca 
and  fovereignty,  as  States  and  a  Nation^ 

The  rejoicings  of  the  day  were  clofed  with  a  parting 
fiilttte  of  three  vollies,  h^  the  connpany  in  arms;  and 
ihe  difchargc  of  a  cannon,  and  the  ftrikiag  of  the  flag 
at  tiie  fedlag  of  th^  r»n« 
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